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Dear Parents/Guardians:

Thank you for your continuous support of the string program over the past year.  You help to make the difference with the program by bringing or letting your children stay for rehearsals after school or in the evening, reminding them about lessons and class, etc.  

Although over the school year we have had some students at the elementary level drop out of the program, the numbers have stayed at a beneficial range and the students have progressed well in their studies.  Most of the beginning students are or will be in the last quarter section of book one before they leave for summer break.  This type of progress is to be commended to the students for their hard work.  They really have done an outstanding job this year in their studies.  

The students at the intermediate or advanced level have really excelled this year.  These students are in book two of the new series, in solo repertoire books, and also in shifting books depending on their lesson group.  To be this far at their level on their instruments is really an accomplishment.  When these students start middle school next year, if they are in 5th grade, they will be more prepared than the students have been over the past 2 years for middle school when they enter orchestra class there.

There has been a lot of re-teaching at the middle school these past two years, but the students are finally at a level where they can move forward in their studies and excel at a faster rate in their playing. As the end of the year approaches, these students will be working extensively with scales and some shifting exercises to give them a head start on the next school year.  Besides doing their orchestral music, scales, and exercises, the students have been working in the Odyssey computer program part of the year, which has helped them build on their music reading skills.

Finally, at the high school level, the students have taken off in everything they do.  Throughout the entire year, I have challenged them beyond what they thought they were capable of doing and in the end they have accomplished every goal.  Some of the music they played this year was at a medium advanced level or a couple pieces listed as difficult, but they have accomplished and finished these pieces with great strive.  

Besides learning their music at the high school level, the students have learned various types of bowings, marking in their music, such as glissandos, pointicello, sul tasto, etc.  These were all new concepts for the students, but they learned them and incorporated them into their music in the proper way.  Also, they have worked hard on learning to shift into higher positions on their instruments.  All of these tasks take a lot of work and they have done a wonderful job learning them.

Overall, it has been a very progressive year for the string program and both you as parents and, your children as my students, should be proud of how complete they have made the school year with their studies on their instruments.  The string program would not be what it is today if it wasn’t for the students and parents who make and support the program.

Yours truly,

Mrs. Laura M Sabol
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Surveys
Thank you to the parents who filled out the surveys and returned them to Mrs. Sabol.  Although there was a minimal amount of surveys returned, they information was helpful for feedback purposes.   The summer lesson surveys gave some good suggestions, but due to the little bit of data that was received back, it is not enough to make up a proposal and go to the administration to see about starting a program over the summer.  

Summer Teachers

List of places to contact or look for summer teachers:

Nazareth Music Center – 610-759-3072

Moravian College – Music Department- Linda Kistler (Violin), Audrey Simmons (Cello) – 610-861-1650

Community Music School – Teacher - Stefan Xhori & Linda Kistler (excellent musicians and teachers for Violin) – 610-435-7725

Carol Yale – Lives in Bethlehem – 610-559-5959 (Violin or Viola)

Betty Tang – Lives in Bethlehem – 610-758-9197 (Cello)

John Gaffney- 610-398-0415 (Bass)

Summer Instrument Maintenance
· All string instruments should be check out by a music shop over the summer.  

· If you have been playing all year, you will need to have your bow rehaired, especially if you did a lot of playing.  

· Strings should be replaced on instruments at least once a year for the tone quality, plus so that the strings do not break on the instrument.

· Clean your instrument and get all of the rosin off.  You can use a special cleaner you can buy at the instrument store for this, so that you do not damage the varnish on the instrument.  

· If you have had problems with your pegs throughout the year, have them worked on at a music repair shop.  The pegs should not be all the way into the peg hole, if they are, then the holes need to be re-drilled or the pegs need to be replaced all together.

· Have your instrument check over yearly and it will stay in good playing condition.
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Playing over the summer
Whether you take lessons over the summer or go to a summer camp, which there are many out there and available to go to. It is important that you continue to take sometime to practice on your instruments.  Some things to consider:

· By practicing over the summer, you continue to retain the information and concepts you learned throughout the year.

· You can look ahead in your books and learn new information and songs.

· Get a book of some movie songs or them songs that you enjoy listening to and learn the pieces.  This is good for sight reading and with familiar tunes, you enjoy the music more and practicing doesn’t seem so tedious.

· Get together with some string buddies and play music together for fun.

· Play a small recital for your family of songs you enjoy playing.

· Get some duet books to play with a friend – great for learning to play in an ensemble.

A good practice sequence:

· Warm up on scales or long tones with the bow

· Do some small exercises

· Play a song or some fun tunes

· Work on any problem areas

· Work on assignments in book – assign yourself some new stuff

· Play a fun song to end and pack up until the next day or do a performance for your family or friends.

Check out performances

Go to concerts over the summer if you get a chance – great way to see what other musicians do or love to play.  Also, it is a great way for you to check your posture, learn some new playing technique, etc.  One of Mrs. Sabol’s favorite spots to go is the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, the concert hall is really nice, great acoustics, and there are so many different things to do in the area for fun (Inner Harbor, the Aquarium, Orioles Baseball Game, etc.).

Have a wonderful and safe summer!  See you all for the new school year!  

Mrs. Sabol  

