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It is hard to believe that we are in March of the school year, how time flies!  The students at all levels are working on various concepts to prepare them for their spring concert and to keep their learning in music fresh for them.  

The middle school students have been working on their concert music by working on intonation concepts, key signatures, playing quizzes, a music scale of where they think they are with their music, lessons on Odyssey program to review or learn new music concepts, and working on an ensemble sound.  The students’ goal is to have a more polish ending to the year with their music and their musical knowledge of concepts all around.

The high school students have excelled with their playing of rhythms, phrasing in the music, dynamics, and bow use.  The students are busy learning shifting concepts to help them play Phantom of the Opera for the spring concert.  They are playing some very difficult music for the spring and are doing a wonderful job accomplishing their goals.  We have a very exciting concert program and we hope to see all of you at the concert.  

The elementary strings are working on learning their 3rd or 4th piece of music for the spring concert.  The students in lessons have learned three strings already and are working on their fourth string in the coming weeks.  We will also be working on bowing concepts with slurs and rhythms more.  The elementary group has excelled at a fast rate this year and they should be proud of their accomplishments.  The intermediate/advanced students at this level are working on shifting on their instruments and doing a fine job at it.

Concert Dates and Rehearsals Coming Up
April 10th – HS string quartet rehearsal 3-4 p.m.

April 12th – HS winds/brass/percussion rehearsal 3-4 p.m.
April 17th – HS select ensemble rehearsal3-4 p.m.

April 17th – elementary rehearsal at the MS in the band room 6:00-7:30 p.m.

April 18th – MS select ensemble rehearsal 3-4 p.m.

April 19th – MS full orchestra rehearsal 3-5 p.m.

April 24th – HS string quartet/select ensemble rehearsal 3-4 p.m.

May 1st – HS string quartet/select ensemble rehearsal 3-4 p.m.

May 1st – elementary rehearsal at the MS in the band room 6:00-7:30 p.m.

May 3- HS full orchestra rehearsal 3-4 p.m.
May 7 – MS/HS Orchestra Dress rehearsal for concert 3-5 p.m. at the HS Aud.

May 8 – MS/HS Orchestra Concert 7:00 p.m. HS Aud. Report time 6:15 p.m.

May 9-13 – Spring Trip HS Orchestra 

May 15 – elementary rehearsal 6-8 p.m. MS Auditorium

May 16 – MS orchestra rehearsal 3-4 p.m. to get ready for Music in the Parks
May 22 – elementary orchestra concert at 7 p.m. MS Aud. Report time 6:15 p.m.

May 24 – MS orchestra rehearsal 3-4 p.m. to get ready for Music in the Parks

May 25 – Music in the Parks Trip/Hershey MS Orchestra 

Things to think about with your instrument

Now that the cold season is almost over and we are going to have the change into the warmer weather season, please remember to check your instrument for cracks, open seams, and vibration sounds.  If you have any of these symptoms with your instrument, then you need to get it to a repair shop.  If you are renting from a music store, there should be a clause in your agreement about repairs; make sure to read it carefully.

If you are not renting from a shop and need a list of places to go for repairs, please ask Mrs. Sabol for some recommendations!

Some other things to think about:  if your bow hairs keep breaking, then the horsehair on the bow needs to be replaced.  If you do a lot of playing the horsehair on the bow should be replaced 2 times a year, once in the fall and once in the spring.  If you do little to a moderate amount of playing, the horsehair should be replaced at least once a year.

Remember to maintain your instrument in good playing condition, please wipe off the rosin build up regularly, keep your instrument in a weather controlled environment, and don’t forget to take the tension off the bow hair when you put the bow away.  The bow should only be tightened a pinky’s width.  

Some help needed for spring concerts
Need parent volunteers to collect $1.00 admission at the box office for the MS/HS concert on May 8, 2007, if you can help, please let Mrs. Sabol know by May 1st via email or by calling the middle school and leaving a message for her.

We will be doing a basket raffle for the spring concert, if you would be willing to help with this, please let Mrs. Sabol know by May 1st.  Your duties would be to sell tickets before the concert starts from 6:15 p.m. until 6:55 p.m.  The raffle will take place throughout the concert.

Survey

Please go to the following link to complete a survey and give Mrs. Sabol some feedback about the string program, fundraisers, trips, after school rehearsals, etc.
String Program Survey

http://www.zommerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB2269SF3ME5C
Summer Strings

If you would be interested in having a summer string program for your child to participate in, please let Mrs. Sabol know.  A summer string program could consist of summer group or individual lessons, a small ensemble performance opportunity, or a summer orchestra program/performance opportunity.  Please fill out the survey below and give some feedback on what kind of program you would be interested in.  The program would probably run two or three weeks in the summer with 2 or 3 days a week of activities in the morning.

Summer Lesson Survey
http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB2269MJ4JEAG
Concert Information
The HS/MS concert is scheduled for Tuesday, May 8, 2007, in the HS Auditorium.  Report time for this concert is 6:15 p.m. to the band room.  The concert will begin at 7:00 p.m. Concert dress for the evening is as follows:

· Black pants and a white shirt or top

· Black socks or stockings

· Black shoes ( please no sneakers) or a dark pair of shoes

· Please no t-shirts for the shirt

The program for the evening will consist of the MS/HS orchestras, some small ensemble performances, and the HS guitar ensembles performances.

The elementary string concert is scheduled for Tuesday, May 22, 2007, in the MS auditorium.  Report time for the evening is 6:15 p.m. to the band room.  The concert will begin at 7:00 p.m. Concert dress for the evening is s follows:

Boys – nice pants and a nice shirt (polo, dress, etc. no t-shirts), dress shoes (no sneakers please if possible)

Girls – nice pants, skort, skirt, or dress and a nice shirt or top (no t-shirts please), dress shoes (no sneakers if possible)

End of the Year Assemblies 

The HS students will be performing for the elementary students in the beginning of June again this year.  More information will be available to the students closer to the concert time.

Some preparation steps to get ready for the concerts
· If your child’s instrument has a string or strings that look as if they are going to break soon, please replace them now, so that the strings have sufficient time to stretch in order for tuning purposes. 

· If your child has not been practicing weekly, please make it a point to set up a time for practicing.  The students should be practicing to work on sections of the music that are difficult for them.  They should not be practicing the music straight through from beginning to end until they have those problem spots worked out.

· If they are having problems with sections of the music due to reading blocks, have them mark note names or fingerings in the music to help.

· Shoulder rests, some students are not playing with shoulder rest if they are violinist and violist, all students should be playing with some type of shoulder rest (a professional one or a sponge).  This is very important for posture and movement of the left hand on the instrument.

Happy Spring

Have a wonderful beginning to your spring ventures and see you in May for the concerts and trips!

Mrs. Sabol
