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Seasonal Highlights

The winter concert programs went off without a hitch.  The middle school and high school orchestras performed their concert at the high school on December 14, 2006, with much success.  The middle school select group went to Gracedale nursing home to perform for the residence on December 15, 2006.  The high school string quartet performed at Susan’s Catering, the Whitfield House, all the elementary schools, and for the Nazareth Music Center holiday party. The elementary intermediate and advanced ensembles performed holiday carols in the halls at their schools for their peers.  They did a wonderful job and their performances were much appreciated. 

The students are busy performing and our program is getting noticed in the community.  I have received many compliments about our students’ performances at the various places and how nice it is to hear the music our students have been performing.

Winter Weather and Your Instruments!!

Winter weather can play havoc on your instruments.  Please remember to not leave your instruments in the car for long periods of time, put them next to a heating unit, or leave them in a cool damp place.  These conditions are all very bad for the instruments.  

Some things you can do to protect your instrument:

· Keep the instrument in a climate controlled area of the house

· Keep a humidifier in the house or buy a “Dampit” at the music store – which is a humidifier that fits in the f-hole of the instrument to keep the instrument from drying out and cracking

· Check your instrument for any cracks or open seems and have them glued at the music repair shop

$$ Fundraisers $$

The middle school orchestra will be selling M&M products and Hershey products during the month of January.  The merchandise should be in by next week.  We will be receiving some extra supplies with this order, so if any high school students would like to start selling candy to earn profit for their accounts – please let Mrs. Sabol know.  

The night of the winter concert we made $300 on the basket raffle – this was a really great fundraiser!!  Also we took in $200 from the ticket sales, which were split between the groups that performed that evening and the activity accounts.

January Fundraiser for the high school – Winter Formal Dance on January 19th from 7-10 p.m. We will be selling tickets for admission $5 a person or $8 a couple, plus snacks will be available for purchase.  This is our top fundraiser for the Hs every year.  We could use some Chaperones for the evening, if you are able to help out, please let Mrs. Sabol know.  All students who go to the dance have to be dressed in formal attire or they will not be admitted.  The HS students look forward to this dance every year!

February Fundraisers for the HS:

· Valentine Candy Grams for Valentines Day 2/5-9

· Matey’s Pizza Sale 2/12-23

Middle School Students may sell the pizzas for their profit accounts!!

Elementary Shirt Designs

There were no designs turned in by elementary students for the shirt design contest.  I will run the contest again for the month of January – all designs are due by January 29th.  The winner of the shirt design will receive a $25 gift card for the Lehigh Valley mall.  Please design your t-shirt logo for the elementary orchestra and turn it into Mrs. Sabol by the 29th.  Students will vote on the t-shirt design the first week of February!

Polo Shirts for the MS/HS

Any student at the MS/HS who does not have a polo shirt for in school assemblies and outside performances for the school can pick up an order form from Mrs. Sabol this month or print off a form from the website. All shirt orders will be due the last week of January.

T-shirts and sweatshirts

Any student who would like to order a t-shirt or sweatshirt with the Nazareth String Orchestra logo on can see Mrs. Sabol for an order form or go to the website and print off an order form yourself to purchase any of the items.

Nazareth Orchestra Website

www.nastrings.org
On the website you will find weekly lesson assignments, information about the program, a photo gallery with pictures from the different events, rehearsal postings of dates and times, and helpful links.  Check the website out if you have not done so already…. you will find a wealth of information that can be helpful to you and your child.

Purchasing an Instrument

If you are in the market for purchasing an instrument because your child is in a full size instrument, please think about the following when you go to purchase:

· Take your child along to purchase the instrument

· Your child should play the instrument to see if it feels good to him/her to play and sounds pleasing to their ears

· Do not purchase an outfit if you are going for a better instrument

· Purchase an instrument and try out different bows to purchase

· Every bow has a different weight and bouncing point – the bow should be comfortable to the player

· If Tuning an instrument is still hard for your child, then have fine tuners on the instrument or get the precision tuning pegs.  I do recommend if you only want one fine tuner, get it on the E string and pegs for the A, D, & G for violins.  Viola and Cello can work on tuning with the pegs, but if wanted a fine tuner is okay to have.

· I would shop at different stores to see what your best buy is for the price.  You want to make sure you are happy with your choice of purchase for the long run.

· If you need any other information about purchasing an instrument, please drop Mrs. Sabol a note or call her and ask your questions.

Mailings of Newsletters

Mrs. Sabol would like to set up an email mailing of the newsletter to all parents in the string program from elementary through high school.  Please fill out the attached form and send it into school for her.

If you do not have email, please indicate that on the form and return it, so that she knows to send you a hard copy of the newsletter so that you can be informed of the monthly events in the string program.

Happy New Year to all for 2007!!

Mrs. Laura Sabol, Strings Director

String Newsletter Mailing Sign-Up sheet

Student’s Name: _________________________

School:     Bushkill       Lower Nazaerth        Shafer

Parent Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Address: _______________________________________

Email Address: ________________________________________



Need a hard copy of the newsletter mailed  (please check box)

Volunteer to Help with Functions

If you are a MS/ HS parent and are available to help with fundraiser, concerts, etc.  Please check off what you would be interested in and what time and how it would be best to contact you.



Help with fundraiser deliveries or pick-up


Help out with the concert ticket booth



Help out with raffle tables at the concert or bake sale tables


Help out with school trips

Best time to call: ________________________ Contact Info: _______________

