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October/November Issue

Dear String Parents and Families:

There have been many activities going on in the string program this year.  At the high school level, the students are almost ready for their concert for the holiday time.  Throughout the class time in school the students have been working on learning their orchestral music, working on key signatures, tuning, and orchestral terms and music markings.  The classes did a taping of their performance on the holiday music, critique the performance, and then made a list of what needs to be worked on in order to have an outstanding performance in December.

The middle school orchestra had also been very busy.  The students are working hard to learn their concert music.  We have three and a half songs learned.  We are working to critique and improve on these songs for the holiday concert.  If the students polish the first four songs over the next week, we will begin working on the fifth and final piece for the concert.  The issue of time will be the deciding factor for the concert, with Thanksgiving break and the shortened days due to conference coming up at the end of November.  Besides the concert music, they have also been working on orchestral terms, note review, and playing as an ensemble.

At the elementary level, the students are progressing at a faster pace than last year.  The progress is due to the new method book (Essential Elements 2000 series) the students are using this year.  The second year students will be switching to this series in a couple months for the 2nd book.  Along with lessons, the elementary orchestra is off to a great start.  We have had two rehearsals with a fair amount of students participating.  Already they have learned the first part of one of the orchestral pieces for the May concert.  

All students from elementary through high school should be checking the string website on a weekly basis to find out what is happening for lessons, fundraisers, announcements, rehearsal schedules, etc.  (www.nastrings.org).  

If this is your first time receiving this newsletter and you would like the opportunity to receive all the newsletters throughout the year, please fill out the contact sheet on the website, email nopa_news@yahoo.com, or contact Mrs. Sabol with your email address or if you have no computer, a note to send a hard copy to you. 

Fundraisers MS/HS

1) Otis Spunkmeier Cookies and Brownies – the delivery date is set for 11/18 to the HS (if there are any changes, a notice will be posted on the website and an announcement will be made in school)

2) Holiday Wreaths – All order forms are due 11/3 and the wreaths will be delivered on 11/30 at 8:00 a.m. to the HS –If any parent could help with this delivery, please let Mrs. Sabol know ASAP!!
3) Poinsettia Plant Sale – Orders are being taken now and the final order date is 11/10 – delivery date for the Poinsettia plants is the Winter Concert at the HS for the MS/HS Orchestras 12/14.  All plants can be picked up after the concert that evening. 

Order forms for the wreaths and poinsettia plants are posted on the website if needed.

Rehearsals

Students should make sure that they check the weekly posted rehearsal schedule on the Orchestra bulletin board in the school or on the website.  Some students have been missing sectionals at the MS/HS level.  All rehearsals are unexcused if Mrs. Sabol was not notified in advance.

Elementary Orchestra Rehearsals, please remember to turn in the permission forms on the Friday before the week of the rehearsal.  These rehearsals are not required, but strongly encourage participating once a month if possible.  The rehearsals in the evening in the spring will be required to be able to participate in the concert.

Orchestra Shirts
Shirt information will be coming out soon!!!  The HS and MS students are required to purchase a orchestra polo shirt.  Also, there will be an order form coming out for t-shirts, sweatshirts, etc. if anyone is interested in purchasing these items.  

Elementary Shirt Challenge

Elementary students here is your opportunity to design a shirt for the elementary orchestra t-shirt.  Please submit all design entries to Mrs. Sabol by December 4th, so that a voting sheet can be made up for students to vote on the design they think is the best.

***Concert Attire***
Reminder to HS and MS Orchestra students:  the concert attire for all concerts is a white top/shirt, black pants, and dress shoes (no  sneakers). 

Bake Sale and Fundraising for the Winter Concert
· We are asking parents to bring in bake sale items for the winter concert bake sale table.  We will be selling bake goods and refreshments during intermission the night of the concert.  

· Basket Sale – the HS Orchestra Officers are putting together the baskets for the Winter Concert Basket Raffle.  Every student at the HS and MS is being asked to contribute $5 towards the creation of baskets for our fundraiser.  The baskets will be displayed in the HS Lobby showcase and raffle tickets will be made up to purchase.  More information will be posted on the website along with pictures of the baskets being auctioned off.

· Call for volunteers:  If you are able to help out with admission sales for the concert, bake sale table, shirt order table, and the basket raffle table the night of the concert, please email Mrs. Sabol or call and leave a message for her at the MS 610-759-3350 (ext. 3288).

Spring Trip
The HS Orchestra Spring Trip payment schedule has begun, the first trip payment was due on October 30, 2006.  Please check the trip letter for the remaining trip payments.  The cost of the final trip payment will be announced, due to the winter formal in January, some of that funding will be going towards the final trip payment for every student participating in the trip. 

The MS Orchestra will be traveling to Hershey on May 25, 2007.  The fundraising information for the Chocolate Candy sale will be coming out in early December for the January sale.  Some students have been taking advantage of the fundraisers happening at the HS and participating in them.  The HS fundraisers are open to the MS students also, to help in building their fundraising accounts.

Performance Opportunities
HS String Quartet will be having some performance opportunities coming up, please check the website for the dates to be posted soon!!  

Comments, Questions, and Concerns
If at any time you have any questions, comments, or concerns about something, please feel free to contact Mrs. Sabol via email or calling the MS and leaving a message.  Also, if students are struggling with materials for class, they should please ask for help…that is what Mrs. Sabol is at school for!!!

Have a great fall and look forward to seeing everyone in December!!

Yours truly,

Laura Sabol

String/Orchestra Director

Nazareth Area School District

